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Fiat 500 Workshop, in view 
of the G7 Transport Summit

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT

ABOUT ICS 
INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL

ICS International School is the first school dedicated to children from 0 
– 18 Years and offers an international curriculum enhanced by didactics 
that develop the fundamentals of design in terms of methodology and 
collaborative learning. It is a school of innovation that helps children grow 
into citizens of the world. 

The ICS International School (recognised by the Italian Ministry of 
Education), is an educational project based upon the synergy created by the 
different academic experiences of KC School and Ludum School, creating a 
curriculum designed for international students and an educational project 
that focuses on developing critical and creative thinking. 

At ICS International School we aim to inspire, motivate and challenge all 
children to achieve their personal best. Our goal is to provide our students 
with a rich, creative and well balanced educational experience which 
prepares them to be citizens of the world of the future.  

Within a safe, caring and supportive environment each student’s 
uniqueness is nurtured and celebrated. For us, every student’s wellbeing, 
happiness and social development is as important as the achievement of 
academic goals. By providing interesting and varied learning opportunities 
we aim to instill in our students a natural desire to discover and learn 
so that they gain a knowledge of the world in which they live and an 
appreciation of a global culture. 
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ICS International School offers a stimulating learning journey which 
is defined by a rich and well structured curriculum that integrates the 
following frameworks:

EARLY YEARS
• The British Early Years Foundation Stage, a play based framework, 

featuring the learning and development goals for young children from 
birth to 5 years. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL
• The Cambridge Primary Programme, covering English and maths.
• The IPC - International Primary Curriculum, covering the topic-

based subjects (science, social studies, geography, history, art and 
international mindedness).

• National recommendations for the curriculum as established by 
the Italian Ministry of Education for the Italian language and culture 
programme. In the 2016/17 academic year, KC Ludum School was 
granted officially recognised school status (parità). 

LEARNING 
AT ICS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
• The ICS Middle School has been designed to offer the Middle Years 

Programme of the International Baccalaureate. The learning journey 
at ICS is enhanced by an innovative approach which uses the process 
of guided creativity typical of the design process to support the 
development of problem solving skills and the expression of each 
child's individual potential. 

At the end of Middle School, students can continue their learning journey 
in the Middle Years Programme of the International Baccalaureate and 
work towards the IB Diploma Programme which prepares them to earn 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The IB Diploma is equivalent 
to the Italian maturità but taken one year earlier, and allows students to 
apply to all Italian universities as well as universities in some 90  other 
countries around the world.
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Our teachers devise lessons that are filled with opportunities for learning. 
They identify specific learning goals whilst supporting the children in 
acquiring an awareness of their own potential. ICS teachers encourage 
the development of critical and analytical thinking, freedom of thought 
and expression, and they recognise cultural diversity as a resource and 
intellectual curiosity as a driving force in the learning process. 

The school has been designed as a pleasant, inviting and stimulating 
environment. Our classrooms are flexible spaces that support learning 
and opportunities for discovery and inquiry that vary and differ from day 
to day.  

English proficiency, international mindedness, Italian cultural roots, and 
an aptitude for inquiry, discovery and learning: ICS International School’s 
objective is to shape modern citizens able to succeed in an ever wider and 
rapidly changing world, where finding simple solutions to increasingly 
complex problems is an essential skill. Learning at ICS takes place in an 
English-speaking  environment, with English mother tongue teachers 
supported by Italian teachers. Our curriculum adheres to the Italian 
national requirements for kindergarten and the primary years as outlined 
by the Italian Ministry of Education, specifically for the Italian language, 
history and culture programme. The curriculum also adheres to high 
international standards that prepare students for a rapidly changing world 
thanks to an innovative, comprehensive cross-curricular programme that 
delivers all the core subjects.  

Year 1 (5 year olds)
Brainstorming
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THE DESIGN 
APPROACH

One of the defining characteristics of ICS International School is the 
application of the design approach. Classroom teachers collaborate with 
professional designers to develop hands on, minds on design labs which 
stimulate the curiosity and inventiveness of the children. Design labs are 
aligned with topics of inquiry from the classroom curriculum and provide 
the children with the opportunity to become critical and creative thinkers 
by proposing and realising projects related to the themes explored in class. 

At ICS International School during the course of the school year students 
participate in a series of five different Design Lab Units, aligned with the 
topics identified in the International Primary Curriculum. During these labs 
the students and teachers work alongside professional designers in the 
classroom on projects intended to stimulate their interest, imagination 
and creativity. Together the teachers and designers plan a series of 
explorations, inquiry and hands on activities which aim to develop 
collaboration, problem solving and innovative thinking skills. Children are 
encouraged to make connections with their prior knowledge during the 
design labs and to deepen their understanding throughout the unit.

Year 2 (6 year olds)
Prototyping phase
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Year 3 (7 year olds)
Art lesson

OUR STUDENTS Our students are ordinary children capable of doing extraordinary things. 
Each of them has a talent, an aptitude, potential, or an interest just waiting 
to be discovered. 

Our students are always inquiring, discovering and demonstrating a joy 
and passion for learning new things. They are constantly planning how to 
reach beyond the limits and above all they are planning their own futures. 
Our students are happy children and enthusiastic learners.

We support our students to be:

• ACTIVE LEARNERS

• PROBLEM SOLVERS

• CREATIVE THINKERS

• EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS

• LIFELONG LEARNERS

• COLLABORATORS

• FUTURE GLOBAL CITIZENS

• RESPONSIBLE, RESPECTFUL AND CARING

• UNIQUE INDIVIDUALS
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OUR TEACHERS

PARTNERSHIP 
WITH PARENTS

We have a strong team of qualified and experienced teachers and support 
staff who work closely with the children and their families to create strong 
relationships based upon mutual respect. We believe that our role is to 
care for and nurture, as well as educate, the students in our school. All our 
class teachers are English native speakers, fully trained and qualified, with 
experience of working in a range of educational settings. 

In the Primary School, teachers work closely with their Italian colleagues 
to ensure consistency in approaches and a cohesive learning experience 
for the children in English and Italian. We have specialist teachers for 
Music and PE, as well as a specialist language teacher to work with those 
students who require extra support with English or Italian. We believe that 
the partnership between school and home is fundamental to the success 
of each student’s school experience and our staff are always available 
to speak with parents and offer support, advice and guidance when 
necessary. 

We believe in developing a strong partnership with our children and their 
families, based upon mutual respect, trust and a shared desire for all 
children to fulfill their potential and enjoy their school life. 

Communication between home and school is a priority for us and we 
ensure this happens regularly in several ways: a weekly class newsletter, 
three individual parent meetings a year, written reports at the end of the 
school year, as well as informal updates from the class teachers. 

Parents Workshop
Maths
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ICS SCHOOL 
VALUES

DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL
AND HIS OR HER UNIQUENESS
At ICS we strongly believe in the potential of individuals and their personal 
resources. We view cultural diversity as a resource and recognise the 
multiple intelligences of our students. A person's uniqueness is born 
from their own individual personality traits and from their individual 
strengths and passions. Giving students sufficient time to dedicate to 
their explorations, to allow experiences and knowledge to settle, means 
cultivating our students’ multiple intelligences and giving them the 
opportunity to move away from homogenisation and towards individuality. 

TRANSDISCIPLINARY LEARNING
A fundamental element of the ICS philosophy is the role of context - from 
the classroom at school, to the family, the local area, and the whole city, 
the entire area where the student lives can be a place for the exchange of 
ideas, sharing and enrichment. In the analysis and interpretation of data, 
information gathered from different contexts is essential. 

Knowledge is not schematically boxed into rigid disciplinary categories. 
Learning moves from one subject to another in a holistic exploratory 
process. 

PLANNING
ICS’s unique approach is borrowed from the world of design and permeates 
our students’ whole educational experience. Each learning activity is 
defined by the phases that characterize the project: understanding the 
problem, asking the right questions, analysis of the objective external 
context as well as the subjective personal context, and subsequently the 
identification of  possible answers and solutions.

ITALIAN CULTURE
ICS promotes internationalism while recognising the importance of Italian 
culture, a model of excellence that is evident in a unique way of being, of 
thinking and of doing, a culture born from the synergy between tradition 

and innovation, craftsmanship and creative genius. Experiencing artefacts 
of Italian culture, whether they be tangible items like food, clothes, objects, 
or intellectual artefacts like cinema, music or art, fosters the development 
of international mindedness. 

ICS students will be the future ambassadors of Italian culture in the 
world, free from language barriers, open to debate and discussion and 
enthusiastic to learn from differing points of view.

BEAUTY
At ICS we educate the eye to recognise beauty and the mind to imagine 
new forms of beauty - from the beauty of a space designed to welcome 
and inspire young students to the continuous creation of beauty and the 
development of a strong sense of aesthetics. 

We believe that the process of learning and acquiring knowledge runs 
hand in hand with the desire to produce something that other people will 
appreciate and enjoy and that can therefore be shared with others.



EARLY YEARS
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The Early Years program at ICS International School is for children between 
the age of six months to five years and is divided between the Nursery and 
the Kindergarten. 

The pedagogic program that we follow at ICS Nursery is the UK Early Years 
Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS). 

This framework is based on 4 underpinning principles:

• UNIQUE CHILD 
Every child is seen as a competent learner from birth who can be 
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured;

• ENABLING ENVIRONMENTS 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending 
children’s development and learning;

• POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and 
secure relationships with parents and /or a Key Person;

• LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates and 
all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-
connected. 

ICS EARLY 
YEARS 
PROGRAMME
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Within the EYFS learning is broken down into seven key areas:

• PRIME AREAS OF LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT
Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, 
Communication and Language

• SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT
Maths, Literacy, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts and Design

The prime areas scaffold and support learning in the specific areas. In ICS 
International School there is a strong focus on the social and emotional 
aspects of learning. This is not only about building relationships but also 
supporting the children as they build self-confidence. The practitioners 
become a safe base from which children feel comfortable to go and 
explore. If children feel happy, safe and valued they will become confident 
learners. 

Experiences and learning opportunities are presented to the children in 
a context of meaningful play, balanced with child-initiated activities, 
to ensure that children can learn in an environment that is active and 
engaging. This allows them to be creative, to think critically and to take 
risks in order to achieve more. Through close observation, each practitioner 
ensures that she can provide effectively for the needs of every child in her 
key group. 

Nursery 
Sensory Workshop
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By offering a broad range of activities that appeal to and stimulate the 
natural curiosity of children, we are able to support them as they learn 
about themselves and the world around them. 

We offer a range of continuous provision meaning that the children have 
access to these materials at all times: imaginary play, small world play, 
construction, music, mark making, books, sensory play, information 
technology, sand/water play, creative play. Each of these areas of play 
offers many different benefits. The expertise of our practitioners ensures 
that the children are offered resources that stimulate and challenge them 
and that they have the opportunity to learn and develop across all areas. 
We strongly believe in the many benefits of outdoor play for young 
children. 

CHILD CENTRED LEARNING
Our philosophy is that children are at the centre of all we do. If a child is 
intrigued and interested by something, his learning knows no bounds. We 
look for children’s motivations and plan with these in mind, making sure 
that the activities allow children to meet their developmental goals across 
the seven areas of learning. 

We respect children’s natural rhythms and routines and plan accordingly. 
All planning is flexible and adapted to suit the individual children. 

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
ICS Early Years environments are English immersion, giving children the 
chance to learn the language in a spontaneous and natural way and with 
a rich vocabulary. Where necessary we support non-English speakers and 
use a variety of aids in order to help them understand. They explore and 
learn through songs, rhymes and fingerplays, making and listening to 
music, talking with others, sharing books with adults and other children, 
dressing up, experimenting with mark making and using puppets and toys 
to retell and make up stories. 

ACTIVITIES
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We firmly believe that children should be able to express themselves 
freely and we understand that good language development in the mother 
tongue supports the acquisition of additional languages. Our goal is to add 
English to the children’s linguistic repertoire. 

The Early Years children pick up the new language at an astonishing rate 
and even before they start to produce oral language you can clearly see 
they comprehend. 

DAILY ROUTINES
Each day follows a routine which helps the children to feel secure as 
they know what to expect next. There are big and small group moments 
together with friends as well as more personal quiet moments such as 
nappy changing and sleep and story time. We recognize the importance 
of each and every interaction that the children have throughout the day. 

Meal times are a social time that children share with their teachers and 
friends. We have a balanced menu provided daily by our own school 
kitchen and are able to cater for specific dietary needs. 

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 
IN THE EARLY YEARS
We firmly believe that parents are the first and most enduring educators 
of children. By creating a partnership with parents, we can together 
ensure the best outcomes for children. We do this by regularly sharing 
our observations and discussing children’s progress both at school and at 
home. Together we decide on ‘next steps’ to support development. We 
have an open door policy and welcome parents into the classroom to share 
in the learning. Our teachers and leadership team are always available to 
talk about any concerns parents may have. 

We also have daily ‘two-way’ information logs and weekly newsletters to 
keep you updated on what your child has been learning. 

Nursery (2 year olds)
Painting workshop
"Shapes and colors"
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Nursery (2 year olds)
Learning by doing 
experience
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Nursery (2 year olds)
Painting workshop
"Food colour"
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KINDERGARTEN

NURSERY ICS Nursery accepts children from six months to three years old. Our 
nurseries are designed to ensure that all areas of the setting are supportive 
of young children’s ever changing needs. We recognize the importance 
and value of the early years of a child’s life and understand the need for 
children to have a place where they are free to play, express themselves 
and learn according to their interests and motivations, a space where they 
can grow in confidence as they are supported and encouraged on their 
personal learning journey.

The children are divided by age into Babies (6-18 months), Wobblers (18–
24 months) and Toddlers (24–36 months). Each area of the nursery is set 
up according to the needs of the children with purpose-designed furniture 
and toys. 

ICS Kindergarten continues to follow the framework of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage for the first two years leading on to the International 
Primary Curriculum in Year 1. 

In Preschool and Reception children continue to learn through play with a 
series of adult led and child initiated activities that focus on the seven areas 
of learning and development. This prepares them for the more structured 
learning of the Year 1 class which marks the first year of Primary School. 
Social and emotional development continues to play an important role 
in the kindergarten. The early years are fundamental for helping to build 
children’s self-confidence. We do this by providing an environment that 
is not only physically, but also emotionally, welcoming and nurturing. The 
children are able to try out new skills in a place where they feel secure. 
They are supported where necessary and challenged in the areas where 
they are already strong. Thus, we ensure that they are constantly learning 
and growing. Thanks to the adaptability of the program, that takes into 
account the needs and interests of each and every child, we are able to 
appeal to all of the children and help them to achieve the best possible 
outcomes. 

We often take the learning outside of the classroom and make links 
between the concepts learnt in class and the games we play in the garden. 

Kindergarten children also enjoy a number of school trips throughout the 
year to museums, art galleries, castles, farms and more. 

SWIMMING
All children who attend the kindergarten enjoy swimming lessons with 
our qualified swimming teachers as part of the weekly program. 

The children are divided into small groups and enter the water with the 
teacher. There is a dedicated swimming assistant and the class teacher or  
teaching assistant also accompanies them. 

DESIGN LABS
Once a week the children are given the opportunity to access activities that 
have been planned in collaboration with a designer. These sensory and 
exploratory activities compliment the day to day learning of the children.
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A TYPICAL DAY IN EARLY YEARS
The following timetable gives an idea of a typical day in ICS Early Years. 
The timings may vary slightly from room to room and according to the 
needs of the children.

Activities are designed to appeal to children’s likes and motivations 
and are suitable for their age and stage of development. As part of our 
commitment to providing adequate learning opportunities, we ensure that 
activities challenge children and support their development. 

Play opportunities include music, art, design lab, imaginary play, 
construction, manipulation, sand and water play, outdoor play, physical 
activities, story time, large and small group time, mark making, free choice 
and more. 

As well as using music each day in class, all children in the Early Years have 
a weekly music lesson with a specialist music teacher. Children attending 
the Kindergarten also have bi-weekly swimming lessons with our qualified 
swimming instructor and one Chinese lesson with our Chinese mother 
tongue teacher. 

Activities are based around a loose monthly theme however all planning 
is flexible as it needs to reflect the children’s interests and be valid for 
their current level of learning and development. Information is always 
displayed in the classrooms and teachers are available to discuss planning 
and activities with parents at all times. 

• 08.30 – 09.15  Morning arrival – free play
• 09.15 – 09.45  Circle time
• 09.45 – 10.10  Snack time
• 10.10 – 11.50  Activity time 
   (a selection of free choice and adult led 
   activities)

• 11.50 – 12.00  Story time
• 12.00 – 12.45  Lunch time
• 12.45 – 13.00  Group time
• 13.00 – 15.00  Sleep time/non-sleepers have free choice 
   and small group time

• 15.00 – 15.30  Activity time 
   (a selection of free choice and adult led 
   activities)
• 15.30 – 15.50  Snack time
• 15.50 – 16.00  Story time
• 16.00 – 16.30  Home time
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Kindergarten
Learning by doing "Time 
Detective"



PRIMARY
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Design Lab analysis   
and discussion
"Buildings"

ICS PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

LEARNING BY 
DOING

At ICS International School the primary program formally begins in Year 1 
and builds on the introduction to literacy and numeracy which takes place 
in the Early Years; however, the core of the Primary School curriculum 
starts in Year 2 and finishes at the end of Year 6. The majority of lessons 
(80%) are taught in English and include all the subjects: language, maths, 
science, geography, history, art, personal, health and social education, 
PE and music. Children also have the opportunity to study language, 
literature, mathematics, geography and history in Italian.

We believe that most meaningful and long lasting learning occurs when 
students experience and discover for themselves. We want students to 
develop a deeper understanding of what they learn and to be able to make 
references and connections to the world around them.

" I hear and I forget, 
I see and I remember, I do and I understand. " 

Confucius
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ENGLISH 
The predominant language in the classroom is English with a focus on 
providing children with as many opportunities as possible to develop their 
speaking and comprehension skills. 

The use of English in the classroom provides ICS students with a variety 
of interesting and meaningful contexts and they develop effective 
communication skills in oral comprehension and production, reading and 
writing.

• SPEAKING AND LISTENING                                                                                                                                    
Speaking and listening are at the core of the primary curriculum and 
children have the opportunity to develop their skills in a variety of 
situations, including daily whole class and small group discussions, 
drama activities, presenting their work to the rest of the class and 
preparing for performances. Throughout the primary school children 
are expected to be able to listen to and follow instructions of 
increasing complexity. Children learn to speak clearly and to consider 
what they want to say and how to say it. 

• READING                                                                                                                                                                             
We use a balanced approach to teach early reading skills, including 
both phonics and whole language. Through the first two years of the 
primary school children continue to build upon the linguistic knowledge 
gained in the Early Years with the aim of developing independent, 
fluent readers by Year 3. They practise using a range of strategies to 
decode unfamiliar words and consolidate their recognition of common 
words. Alongside these basic skills they develop their comprehension 
of a variety of texts and apply their decoding skills in order to be able 
to read to learn. 

Our aim is to instill a love of reading in all our children and they are 
encouraged to develop and discuss their reading preferences. 

ICS PRIMARY 
CURRICULUM

• WRITING                                                                                                                                                                                 
From the earliest stage children are asked to write for a variety of 
purposes and they learn about the features and presentational styles 
of a range of texts including stories, poems, biographies, reports, lists, 
letters, instructions and debates. The writing process usually begins 
with examining a text, followed by a modelled piece of writing by the 
teacher before the children have a go themselves.  They learn to plan 
their writing and think about the reader. As their skills progress there 
are expected to use longer, more complex sentence structure and are 
introduced to features such as adjectives and connectives. 

MATHEMATICS 
The aim of our mathematics program is for children to develop an 
understanding of mathematical language and processes, rather than 
only focusing on learning a series of facts and equations. Applying 
mathematical knowledge to real-life situations is fundamental to our 
approach. Lessons involve visual, practical and manipulative activities, 
especially when introducing new concepts, and children experience how 
we use maths in a range of contexts. There is a strong focus on developing 
the children’s mental capabilities and we recognise the various learning 
styles our children have.  Accordingly, we introduce a range of strategies to 
help our students find the most comfortable approach for the individual. 
Our aim to is to create flexible, confident problem solvers and the children 
are constantly encouraged to discuss, explain and compare how they 
found the solution to a problem.

The maths program is divided into 5 strands:

• NUMBER
Numbers and the number system; calculations involving addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division; fractions, decimals and 
percentages;
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• GEOMETRY 
2D and 3D shapes & their features; geometric reasoning; position & 
movement; angles; coordinates;

• MEASURE
Length; weight; time; capacity; money; area & perimeter; converting 
units of measure;

• HANDLING DATA
Collecting, organising, categorising & representing data; frequency 
tables, charts and graphs; probability;

• PROBLEM SOLVING
Applying mathematical knowledge & understanding; explaining 
methods and strategies; solving multi-step word problems; 
estimating and approximating; checking answers using inverse 
operations.

ITALIAN
We recognise and celebrate the fact that we are in Italy and strongly 
believe that Italian must play an important part in our children’s learning 
experience. Our aim is for all students to gain an understanding, 
awareness, and appreciation of the Italian language, heritage and culture.  
From Year 2 the children begin our Italian program with our Italian mother 
tongue teachers. Teachers use a similar approach in the classroom to 
the English teachers, moving away from traditional methods and using 
a range of up-to-date teaching styles and tools including topic centred 
learning, project based tasks, workshops, discussion and technology. We 
offer two programs, L1 for our native speakers and L2 for our international 
students. Italian for native speakers (L1) follows the Italian state program 
for language along with Italian literature, history, geography and maths. 
For students who are learning Italian as an additional language (L2) we 
have a specially devised program which focuses on developing confidence 

in communicating in Italian, both spoken and written, whilst also raising 
their awareness of Italian culture.

ITALIAN MOTHER TONGUE (L1)
As a school which is fully authorised by the Italian Ministry of Education 
(scuola paritaria) we follow the objectives identified by the Italian national 
curriculum guidelines for early years and primary schools (“Indicazioni 
nazionali per il curriculum della scuola dell’infanzia e del primo ciclo 
d’istruzione”, 2012).
The objectives of the program develop spoken language, reading and 
writing skills, as well as enriching vocabulary.  
In addition, we follow the teaching guidelines from the Accademia della 
Crusca as set out in the curriculum from 2015.  

Specifically, the objectives are:

• Participate in discussions with peers and teachers.
• Listen to and comprehend spoken language and other media.
• Read and comprehend  a variety of texts using a range of different 

strategies.
• Develop the ability to use and select a range of appropriate study 

methods; to locate specific information in a text, to summarise a text, 
to identify and learn the key words related to the information being 
learnt.

• Read texts appropriate to the student’s age range, both out loud and 
silently.

• Write accurately with coherence and using correct spelling, ensuring 
cohesiveness and clarity in writing, drafting and editing their work  

• Use appropriate and diverse levels of language.
• Understand the organisation and structure of a simple phrase using 

logical syntax relative to speech and principles of connection.
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In order to ensure that students master the Italian language in a range 
of contexts, the curriculum Italian language curriculum is divided into 
the following areas: vocabulary and semantics, phonetics-phonology, 
morphology, metrics.

ITALIAN AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (L2)
The Italian L2 programme is designed for students who are learning Italian 
for the first time or who have a basic knowledge of the language.
Lessons focus on conversational language, listening and comprehension, 
leading later to reading and writing. In order to become familiar with the 
language it is essential that the concepts and elements are presented to 
students in a way that motivates them. Topics are selected to reflect the 
contexts and the real life experiences of the students.

IPC - INTERNATIONAL PRIMARY CURRICULUM 
ICS has adopted a topic based approach to teaching science, social studies, 
geography, history, art and international mindedness.  The International 
Primary Curriculum (IPC), a globally recognised curriculum used in more 
than 1800 schools around the world, is designed to enable children to see 
the links between various subjects and helps them to relate their learning 
to their own and others’ points of view with the goal of developing a 
global perspective. Each theme-based unit lasts between four to seven 
weeks and is introduced through an Entry Point which aims to capture 
the children’s interest immediately. The learning process then continues 
through a Knowledge Harvest to explore the children’s prior knowledge of 
the topic and an Explanation of the Theme where they discover what the 
topic will include. The children are then led through a variety of Research 
and Recorded Learning Tasks which develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding, and each unit concludes with an Exit Point to consolidate 
their learning. Children’s grasp of the learning outcomes is assessed 
throughout each unit.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)
Physical activity and sport are essential to a child’s development and 
education. In the Primary School the children have two lessons of PE 
each week with specialist teachers. The PE curriculum is carefully planned 
and delivered according to the age and ability of each class, and ensures 
a progression of skills and levels of difficulty throughout the primary 
years. Over the course of the program the children have the opportunity 
to experience a wide range of sports, physical disciplines and activities 
including dance, yoga, pilates, balance, athletics, football, basketball, 
tennis, volleyball, etc. In the early stages children are introduced to the 
basic skills and techniques involved in each activity before learning to play 
“mini-versions” of many team sports. Whenever possible links are made 
to the IPC units that the children are exploring in the classrooms. 

IPC Learning process
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Year 3 (7 year olds)
Learning by doing "Egg 
Recount"
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MUSIC
In the Primary School children have two lessons of Music each week with 
a specialist music teacher. One lesson focuses on singing, vocal training 
and performing in an ensemble, in preparation for several whole school 
musical performances during the school year. During the other lesson 
the children explore music through a range of activities which involve 
listening and responding, creating and recording and learning about the 
principle elements of music: pitch, rhythm, tempo and dynamics. Children 
are introduced to a wide range of musical styles from different periods, 
cultures and countries to raise their awareness of music as a mode of 
expressing our feelings, experiences and ideas about the world.

HOMEWORK
We believe that the work children do at school can be enhanced by work 
they do at home. However recent studies show that excessive amounts of 
homework during the primary school years have relatively little impact on 
academic results and can take the joy out of learning. 

Our approach is "little but often" in order to consolidate abilities and 
knowledge and to prepare for learning at school, as well as to create a 
routine that gets children used to successive school cycles. Each week 
parents receive a newsletter telling them about each stage of the 
programme and outlining homework assignments.  

Our students are encouraged to discuss and extend their learning at 
home. Each week we send home ‘Three Questions for the Weekend’ to 
help parents be a part of their child’s school life and gain an insight into 
what they are learning about at school. The children are also encouraged 
to take photos on their iPads during classroom activities and practical 
work so that they can share their experiences at home.

End of year show 
"Pinocchio"
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Year 2 (6 year olds)
Spelling exercises
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We constantly monitor and evaluate our students through class 
observations, questioning, individual and group discussions and brief 
weekly tests. Assessment is a fundamental part of our educational model 
as it supports teachers with planning the learning phases that will follow 
in order to provide each student with the appropriate strategies and skills. 
Our learning objectives include knowledge, skills and understanding and 
we provide a vast range of experiences through which the children can 
enhance and develop what they know.

We believe that regular assessment of the children’s work throughout 
the year is important. During meetings we provide parents with feedback 
on the progress their child is making in relation to pre-set targets, 
using a four step evaluation scale ranging from 'emerging' to 'extending 
expectations'. The same scale is used for the end of year reports, which 
include important comments by the class teacher resulting from thorough 
and constant observation of the development of each child. 

ASSESSMENT 
FOR LEARNING

Sharing reading moments 
(Year 6 and Year 1)
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE DESIGN LABS
Each design unit begins with a three-day workshop which introduces 
the topic. Each class follows a brief related to the theme of the topic. The 
briefs are problem-based projects that the student, or groups of students, 
work on collaboratively to gather information and propose sustainable 
ideas and possible solutions. 

The first day of the design lab is dedicated to the presentation and 
discussion of the brief and to learning any skills required for the second 
phase of the unit, the knowledge phase.

On the second and third days the students begin to explore their ideas in 
greater depth through analysis, mind maps, discussions with classmates 
and planned activities. 

Two to three weeks after introducing the theme, the designers return to 
the classroom for one day and work with the teachers and students to 
revisit the theme, to discuss and verbalize connections which have been 
made during classroom learning  and to begin to identify a plan to develop 
a project.

At the end of the unit the designers return once again to work with the 
students and their teachers for two days when the children review the 
learning which has occured during the unit, complete a plan for their 
projects using diagrams and drawings, and create a prototype which is 
shared with their classmates for their input and evaluation.

DESIGN LABS
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Workshop
prototyping phase 
"Mobility at school"
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TECHNOLOGY
We encourage the use of all types of technology, from the most traditional 
to digital formats, identifying ways to integrate and access them to provide 
the familiarity and expertise required for our students to become informed 
and effective citizens of the 21st century.

We believe that digital technology is extremely useful for supplying 
students with quality learning opportunities they can directly transfer to 
real life. All our classrooms are equipped with interactive whiteboards and 
projectors with finger touch technology. For our students from the age of 
6 (Year 2) and our teachers we have chosen to use Apple devices to better 
integrate digital technology with classroom instruction and to enhance 
learning at school and at home.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
Our aim is to make learning as meaningful as possible so that children 
are inspired and motivated in the classroom and become independent 
learners. Our teachers achieve this goal by planning engaging lessons 
which include active learning through hands on tasks, inquiry and 
exploratory based activities, the use of interactive resources and group 
work. We use teaching tools such as songs, videos, role-play and mind-
mapping to help children retain knowledge, deepen their understanding of 
topics and make links between lessons. We invite parents and caregivers 
into the classroom to share their experiences when appropriate and 
encourage the students to share their learning at home.

VISITORS AND VISITS
We invite professionals and specialists into the classrooms to share their 
work, expertise and ideas with the students and provide the children 
with the chance to extend their understanding of topics studied in class. 
Throughout the school year the children enjoy a wide range of trips and 
excursions to museums, galleries, exhibitions, historical sites, theatres 

APPROACHES 
TO LEARNING

and other places of interest linked to their topics of study. From Year 4 
upwards we organise a residential trip each year giving the children the 
opportunity to visit places farther away and have the experience of staying 
overnight without their families. 

LIFE SKILLS
School is where children begin understanding what it means to be a 
member of a community and for us citizenship is an underlying element 
of our school program. Through a wide range of activities and experiences 
we aim to provide children with a set of skills for their future lives. 
Problem solving and collaboration, public speaking and presenting their 
opinion to a group, sharing their knowledge and understanding through 
‘Be the Teacher’ activities provide opportunities for our children to develop 
the skills and experiences needed to be successful and proactive future 
citizens. We encourage them to see the beauty around them whilst having 
the courage and conviction to face the challenges and realities of the 
world in which they live.

ASSEMBLY
Once a week the whole school comes together for assembly, an 
opportunity to discuss issues affecting the children in school and at home, 
to celebrate special achievements and to share news from the different 
classes. The students learn to listen to one another’s ideas, respect other 
people’s points of view and express their own opinions in front of a larger 
group.

PERFORMING ARTS
We believe strongly in the importance of using music, drama and dance 
to enrich and support all areas of the curriculum. Performing arts help 
students develop their awareness of creative ways of communicating 
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and expressing their ideas and feelings. Used as teaching tools, the 
arts can contribute to building self-confidence and raising self-esteem. 
Opportunities for developing the children’s speaking and listening skills 
are embedded in all lessons and role-play, drama and expressive activities 
are often incorporated into our planning. We allow students to explore and 
develop their talents and imagination through a variety of opportunities 
within the school and the greater community, including performances for 
their families during the year. 

SCHOOL DAY
The school day is from 8.30 – 16:00 with a 20 minute break in the morning 
and one hour at lunchtime. 

ALLOCATION OF TEACHING HOURS
Teaching hours are divided 80% in English and 20% in Italian. 

Subjects taught in English:

• English – 6 lessons
• Maths – 5 lessons
• Topic (science, geography, history, art, international mindedness) – 5 

lessons
• Music – 2 lessons
• PE – 2 lessons
• Personal, Health & Social Education (Circle time/Golden time,  

Philosophy, Assembly) – 2 lessons

Subjects taught in Italian:

• Italian language –  5 lessons
• Matematica – 1 lesson
• Storia/geografia – 2 lessons

DAILY TIMETABLE: PRIMARY - YEAR 2 (6 year olds)
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Teamwork
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Sport's Day



MIDDLE
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ICS MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

The ICS International School middle school programme is based on 
the standards and practices of the Middle Years Programme of the 
International Baccalaureate ®, a non-profit educational foundation that 
seeks to develop the intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills 
needed to live, learn and work in a rapidly globalizing world.  The IB is 
known for its reputation for high standards of teaching, pedagogical 
leadership and student achievement.  

The ICS International School applied for candidate status in 2018 with 
full authorisation by the International Baccalaureate expected by 2021 
following the standard timeline for the authorisation of schools new to 
the organisation. 

At ICS the Middle Years Programme of the International Baccalaureate is 
a natural choice because it builds on the competencies developed in our 
primary school where there is an emphasis on the development of the 
whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside 
the school, and where our students are supported to become critical and 
creative thinkers.  Like the International Primary Curriculum of the primary 
school, the Middle Years Programme relies on connecting classroom 
practices and content to the world outside by emphasising teaching and 
learning through Global Contexts and by assisting students to embody the 
characteristics of the Learner Profile. 

The Middle Years Programme is a five-year curriculum which prepares 
students for the IB Diploma Programme, a two-year, pre-university 
programme which provides students with a rigorous and well balanced 
education to facilitate geographic and cultural mobility and to promote 
international understanding.  The IB Diploma is often referred to as a 
passport to the universities of the world and is recognised as an entrance 
qualification for university admission in 90 nations around the globe. 
Our Middle School programme has been designed to prepare our native 
speakers of Italian to take the Italian state examinations at the end of Year 
9 (terza media). 
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ICS has opted to introduce the Middle Years Programme of the International 
Baccalaureate because the philosophy and objectives of the programme 
are well aligned with the values and beliefs of the school. Specifically, the 
Middle Years Programme:

• has an international focus with no bias towards any single national 
system;

• provides vertical continuity from the Cambridge/International 
Primary Curriculum through the IB Diploma Programme to be offered 
in the last two years of the school’s high school. Many elements of 
the MYP are common to the skills and attitudes developed in the 
primary school and required by the IB Diploma Programme;

• provides assessment in all the subject areas with a common approach 
by being criterion-based and inquiry-led;

• features strong, interdisciplinary elements;
• is flexible enough to allow ICS to design the curriculum to fit our 

students’ needs;
• does not prescribe the content of the subject areas but does provide 

a framework for their delivery;
• supports ongoing curriculum development and innovative 

approaches;
• is a concept-driven curriculum;
• teaches through Global Concepts to ensure that students make 

meaningful connections between their classroom learning and the 
real world;

• explicitly teaches transdisciplinary skills that empower students to 
be successful in school, education and beyond;

• requires students to participate in service-based activities and to 
take action so as to develop international mindedness and a sense 
of personal responsibility towards making the world a better place.

THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE 
MISSION 
STATEMENT

THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL LEARNER 
PROFILE

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable 
and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful 
world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous assessment. 

The programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, 
with their differences, can also be right. 

The attributes of the Learner Profile express the set of values inherent 
to our international programme and are well aligned with the character 
development promoted in our Primary School. These values infuse the 
Middle School ethos and culture  and promote the education of the whole 
person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, emotional and social growth in 
all the domains of knowledge.

In our Middle School we strive to support our learners to be:

• INQUIRERS
• OPEN-MINDED
• KNOWLEDGEABLE
• CARING
• THINKERS
• RISK-TAKERS
• COMMUNICATORS
• BALANCED
• PRINCIPLED
• REFLECTIVE
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Year 5 (10 year olds)
Milan Fall Design Week 
2017
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THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
PHILOSOPHY

GOALS
The Middle School Programme aims to develop active learners and 
internationally minded young people who can empathize with others and 
pursue lives of purpose and meaning.
The programme empowers students to inquire into a wide range of issues 
and ideas of local, national and global significance. The goal is to support 
our students to become creative, critical and reflective thinkers. 
The programme emphasizes intellectual challenge and encourages 
students to make connections between their studies and the real world, 
preparing them for success in their future studies and in life.

HOLISTIC LEARNING 
The Middle School programme exposes students to a variety of different 
subjects, skills and learning experiences so that students learn to see 
knowledge as an interrelated whole.  An interdisciplinary approach to 
learning is a defining characteristic of the Middle Years Programme. 
Students have the opportunity to demonstrate their individual strengths, 
to be recognized for their progress and to gain a sense of sense of personal 
achievement. 

INTERCULTURAL AWARENESS AND COMMUNICATION
The Middle School curriculum reflects and is responsive to the differing 
perspectives of all of our students and encourages them to explore 
issues from different points of view. It guides them in forming their own, 
international outlook. There is a strong emphasis on communication skills, 
both in the language classes and in all other subjects. In the International 
Baccalaureate all teachers are considered to be teachers of language.
Student Centeredness
Middle School students are supported to develop an awareness of their 
own learning process and the skills and motivation necessary to become 
lifelong learners.  The approach seeks to shift the emphasis from teacher-
led instruction to student-led learning.

CONSISTENCY OF APPROACH
The defining characteristics of the programme permeate and are practiced 
throughout the whole curriculum. Our Middle School educators focus on 
how best to meet the needs of adolescents, who are confronted with a 
vast and often overwhelming array of choices in a highly complex and 
rapidly changing world. A focus on higher-order thinking skills gives 
students opportunities to develop a growing awareness of themselves 
and others as they explore real-world issues. 

The Middle School programme consists of eight subject groups:

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUBJECTS

1. Language and literature
2. Language acquisition
3. Individuals and society
4. Science
5. Mathematics
6. Visual and performing arts
7. Physical and health education
8. Design

CONTENT

1. Italian language and literature
2. English language and literature, Spanish language
3. History and geography, social studies
4. Integrated biology, chemistry, physics
5. In English and Italian
6. Visual art, drama, music
7. Physical education
8. Product design and digital design

CURRICULUM
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In alignment with our school’s ongoing commitment to innovation and to 
continuously seek and identify new and exciting avenues to engage our 
students as learners and establish connections with the world at large, 
ICS will collaborate with IFOM, the biomedical research laboratory of the 
European Institute of Oncology for the development and implementation 
of the Middle School science programme.  In this way our students, 
working with professional medical researchers, will have the opportunity 
to develop a mindset associated with being scientists and thinking like a 
scientist and not simply learning about science.  In addition, the school  
is developing a course in entrepreneurship for Middle School students 
to provide them with an additional opportunity to develop and apply 
risk-taking, critical thinking and problem solving skills and to link their 
classroom learning to a wider context.
At least one collaboratively planned interdisciplinary unit involving two 
subject area groups is required each year. Interdisciplinary units are 
planned collaboratively by teachers and help students to develop a new 
awareness of the meaningful connections that exist among the disciplines. 
A Community Project is required at the end of MYP3 or a Personal Project 
at the end of MYP5.  These projects are designed to be culminating 
activities in which students consolidate and demonstrate their learning 
throughout the years of the programme. It is an independent learning 
experience which allows students to apply the skills of self-management, 
research, communication, critical and creative thinking, and collaboration 
and to connect classroom learning engagements with personal experience 
and to develop their own interests for lifelong learning.

The Middle School programme focuses on conceptual understanding and 
prescribes 16 overarching interdisciplinary concepts along with additional 
subject-specific concepts for each discipline.

1. Aesthetics
2. Change
3. Communication

A CONCEPT 
DRIVEN 
CURRICULUM

4. Communities
5. Connections
6. Creativity
7. Culture
8. Development
9. Form
10. Global interactions
11. Identity
12. Logic
13. Perspective
14. Relationships
15. Systems
16. Time, place and space

A concept is a big idea, a principle that is enduring, the significance of which 
goes beyond aspects such as particular origins, subject matter or place in 
time. Concepts represent the vehicle for students’ inquiry into issues and 
ideas of personal, local and global significance and identify the underlying 
essence of a subject.   A concept based model is essential to the Middle 
School Programme because it encourages students to:

• process factual knowledge at a deeper intellectual level as they relate 
the facts to concepts and essential conceptual understandings;

• create personal relevance, as students relate new knowledge to 
prior knowledge, and develop and understanding of cultures and 
environments across global contexts, allowing for transfer of 
knowledge from one domain to another;

• bring their personal intellect to their studies as they use a key concept 
to focus on the unit topic in order to increase motivation for learning;

• increase fluency as students use a common language to articulate 
their deeper conceptual learning;

• achieve higher levels of critical, creative and conceptual thinking 
as students analyse complex global challenges through the lens of 
discipline-specific concepts. 
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Approaches to Learning focuses on learning how to learn and developing 
transdisciplinary skills that empower students to be successful at school, 
in their further education and in their professional lives. Approaches to 
Learning includes skills such as:

• communication skills
• social skills
• thinking skills
• research skills
• self-management skills

Learning in the Middle School aims to help our students to understand 
the complex world they live in.  Our programme identifies six areas of 
inquiry which provide contexts for the students’ learning and enable them 
to make meaningful connections between their studies and the world at 
large. All classroom learning is approached through the lens of one of six 
global contexts which serve as points of reference when planning units of 
inquiry for our Middle School students.

• identities and relationships
• personal and cultural identity
• orientation in space and time
• scientific and technical innovation
• fairness and development
• globalization and sustainability
• The use of global concepts as a point of reference allows our teachers 

to ensure that their lessons are relevant, meaningful and motivating 
and relate to the world at large. 

Action and service are key components of the Middle School Programme. 
Middle School students are encouraged to apply what they learn both in 
the classroom and beyond. They are supported to be caring members of 
the community who demonstrate a commitment to service with the aim of 
making a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.  

APPROACHES 
TO LEARNING

GLOBAL 
CONTEXTS

ACTIONS AND 
SERVICES

Year 6 (11 year olds)
Learning by doing 
"Ambassadors"
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